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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department- All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to ensure publication. 

NAVY NURSE CORPS 

Dear Editor: My attention has been directed to the claims being made 
by certain persons that a large number of Navy Nurses are foreign-born, and 
that native-born nurses are discriminated against. Inquiries concerning this 
matter have actually been forwarded to the office of the Surgeon General. 
These comments and questions appear to be based on distorted informa- 
tion and are suggestive of an insidious propaganda to obtain a not-indicated 
goal which may, in effect, undermine the morale of this efficient branch of the 
Naval Service. A reduction in the number of applications for this branch of 
the nursing work from foreign-born citizen nurses may be another unfortunate 
result of the misconception that differences exist in the status of the personnel 
of the Navy Nurse Corps. Knowing that the nursing journals are widely circu- 
lated among professional nurses, I submit some definite facts which may be in- 
teresting to your readers at large. In the original class of candidates which was 
assembled in Washington, in 1908, three nurses were foreign-born among the 
eighteen who successfully passed the required examination for appointment in 
the Navy Nurse Corps. In November, 1918, there were approximately 1,500 
nurses on active duty under orders or awaiting orders; and of this number, 150 
were foreign born. Following the signing of the Armistice, the Corps was re- 
duced by resignations from nurses who had entered the Service for the war 
emergency, and on December 31, 1921, there remained 467 nurses in the Navy, 
of whom 27 were foreign-born but naturalized citizens. A candidate who suc- 
cessfully passes the required examination and is given appointment in the Navy 
Nurse Corps (citizenship being a requirement) becomes a part of the Naval estab- 
lishment and from the date the nurse reports for duty, her details to further 
duty, and her chances for promotion, are based on her professional efficiency and 
general aptitude for the United States Naval Service; her nativity has no bearing 
whatever in determining her status. Recommendations for promotion to the 
grade of Chief Nurse are made by the chief nurse of the institution to which the 
candidate is attached and 'are forwarded with appropriate comments by the Com- 
manding Officer of the Hospital to the Surgeon General of the Navy. The nurse 
receives her promotion if the required examination is successfully passed; if her 
general record is satisfactory, and if a vacancy in the grade exists. At date of 
writing, the active chief nurses in the Navy and those eligible for promotion to 
that grade, number 76, of whom seven are naturalized citizens and 69 are native- 
born. From the reports submitted to me by my predecessor, Admiral Braisted, 
I wish to express, through your columns, my sincere appreciation of the very 
creditable service rendered by members of the Navy Nurse Corps during the 
World War and during the trying period of adjustment since the Armistice was 
signed. It is definitely believed that all nurses gave loyal service to the country 
which is theirs by birth and by adoption; and it is further believed that loyalty 
and faithfulness towards the highest ideals of our country will continue to be the 
basic principles of the Navy Nurse Corps. 

E. R. Stitt, 
Surgeon General, U. S. Navy. 
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